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December 5, 2010 | 28 Kislev 5771
Dear Friends:
We welcome you to the Third Conference on Judaism and Human Rights sponsored
by Rabbis for Human Rights – North America. This year our theme is Human Rights
Under Fire: A Jewish Call to Action, a response to the fact that human rights are
often under siege in the United States and Israel, as well as elsewhere around the world.
We hope that our programs and speakers will energize the network of human rights
activists and supporters in the Jewish community, including you!
The conference’s Opening Plenary reflects the theme of the entire proceedings and the
urgency of this moment in history: Human Rights Under Fire in the Age of Obama
and Netanyahu. We are honored that Dr. Naomi Chazan, former member of the
Kenesset and now president of the New Israel Fund, and Ian Levine, deputy executive
director of Human Rights Watch, are our featured speakers.
In addition to exciting workshops and study sessions, we have scheduled two plenaries
that reflect our work on human rights in North America: Indefinite Detention Without
Charge and Slavery and Trafficking. And for our closing plenary, Peter Beinart will
address the topic of Israel, Exceptionalism, Human Rights and the Road Ahead. Mr.
Beinart wrote a groundbreaking article earlier this year in the New York Review of Books
which addresses the generational changes in the relationship between American Jewry
and Israel.
We thank the conference co-chairs, Rabbis Sue Levi Elwell and Jarah Greenfield, who
have done a magnificent job in conceiving and planning the plenary sessions and the
workshops. Special thanks go to Cynthia Greenberg, conference and event coordinator,
and to Steven Gerber and the RHR-NA staff for their support and help in planning
the program.
We pray to God: Let the day come soon when all people will recognize that all
human beings are created in the image of God.
Sincerely,

Rabbi Charles M. Feinberg
Rabbi Ellen Lippmann
Co-Chairs, Rabbis for Human Rights – North America
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Shalom.

dcy Mg Myca tbw Myin hmv bve hm hnh
How fine it is when we gather together and open our hearts and minds to one another!
We welcome you to the third RHR-NA conference on Judaism and human rights.
We are delighted that you have set aside this time to join us here in New York. Over
the course of these three packed-to-bursting days, we will explore a wide range of
human rights issues from Jewish perspectives. We will study with and hear from experts
and teachers who will share their insights and reflections, their pain and their hopes.
In plenaries, workshops and small group discussions we will explore how we can join
those who support and advocate for a more just, equitable and free world. Together
we will discover how to realize the Torah’s mandate: “tzedek, tzedek tirdof:
Pvdrt qdx qdx you shall continue to pursue justice.” Our conversations and debates
will fill these corridors and meeting rooms, and we will emerge from these halls on
Wednesday afternoon with new information, renewed spirits and hands and hearts
ready to serve with revitalized energy.
As we kindle the fifth and sixth candles of Chanukah together here, may we be among
those who increase light in the world—the light of care, compassion, fair treatment
and truth—for all created in God’s image.
Thank you for joining us.

Rabbi Jarah Greenfield
Rabbi Sue Levi Elwell
Co-Chairs, RHR-NA Conference on Judaism and Human Rights
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Schedule Overview
SUNDAY DECEMBER 5
8:30am
9:30am–2:15pm
2:30pm
3:00pm–5:00pm
5:00pm–6:00pm
5:45–6:00pm
6:30pm–8:00pm

Student conference Shacharit and breakfast
Student conference sessions (inludes lunch)
Conference registration opens
Lemkin Award program
Lemkin Award reception
Ma’ariv
Conference Opening Plenary—Human Rights Under Fire
in the Age of Obama and Netanyahu

MONDAY DECEMBER 6
7:30am
7:30am
9:00–10:30am
10:45–12:00 noon
12:00 noon–1:00pm
1:00–2:15pm
2:30–3:45pm
3:45–4:00pm
4:00–5:30pm
5:30–6:00pm
6:00–7:00pm

Registration opens
Shacharit and breakfast
Conference Opening Plenary—How Long Before Indefinite Detention
Without Charge Becomes Permanent Betrayal of Our Values?
Break Out Sessions #1
Lunch Break Gathering to remember RHR Co-Founder David Forman z”l
Break Out Sessions #2
Break Out Sessions #3
Mincha
Plenary—Slavery, Trafficking and People of Faith:
In Our Own Backyards and Beyond
Ma’ariv/Chanukah candle-lighting
Nosh and music

TUESDAY DECEMBER 7
7:30am
7:30am
8:00–9:00am
9:15–10:30am
10:45am–12:00 noon
12:00 noon–12:30pm
12:30–2:30pm
2:30–2:45pm

Registration opens
Shacharit
Breakfast Briefing: Crisis on Islamaphobia
Break Out Sessions #4
Break Out Sessions #5
Bag lunch
Plenary—Israel, Exceptionalism, Human Rights and the Road Ahead
Closing ritual

Meditation/Reflection Space: For the duration of the conference, Room 655 on the 6th Floor is available to conference participants
for silent meditation and reflection. Thank you for respecting the silence of this space.
Breast Pumping Station: A private space for conference participants who are breast-feeding and/or need to pump is located an
alternate floor. Please see the RHR-NA staff who can help direct you to this location.
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Schedule Detail
SUNDAY DECEMBER 5

Sunday events held at Congregation B’nai Jeshurun
257 West 88th Street between Broadway and West End Avenue

Student Pre-Conference
8:30am–9:15am
Sanctuary

Shacharit and Breakfast

9:30am–10:00am
Sanctuary

Welcome and Kick-Off
Rabbi Sue Levi Elwell, RHR-NA Conference Co-Chair
Rabbi Jarah Greenfield, RHR-NA Conference Co-Chair
David Basior, Rabbinical Student
Rachel Barenblatt, Rabbinical Student

10:00am–10:45am
Sanctuary

Why Human Rights Matter: Jewish and International Legal Texts
Rabbi Rachel Kahn Troster, RHR-NA
Steven Gerber, RHR-NA
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was a groundbreaking document asserting the
shared dignity and equality of every human being. Jewish tradition asserts that every human
being is created in the image of God and that protecting that divine spark is one of the highest
Jewish values. Join RHR-NA’s Steven Gerber and Rabbi Rachel Kahn-Troster for a discussion of
the foundations of human rights law and core Jewish texts on human rights, and our obligations
to fight for human rights at home, in Israel, and around the world.

11:00am–12:00 noon
Sanctuary

Human Rights Under Fire: Addressing Hard Issues in the Rabbinate
in the Age of Obama and Netanyahu
Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum, Congregation Beit Simchat Torah
Ari Hart, Uri L’Tzedek
Arielle Rosenberg, Rabbinical Student
How do we address complicated and potentially divisive issues in our communities? In this
sessions, panelists will reflect on their work confronting human rights questions, including
what inspires them to do their work, what challenges they have addressed and how Jewish
tradition motivates us to address the hard questions of human rights. They will also present
models for inspiring leadership around questions of human rights.

12:00 noon–12:40pm
Frankel Social Hall

Lunch

12:45pm–2:00pm
Frankel Social Hall

Breaking It Down: Workshops on Human Rights Organizing

2:00pm–2:15pm
Frankel Social Hall

Building on the morning sessions, participants will break into groups to focus on developing specific
organizing skills and/or delve more deeply into particular contemporary human rights issues in our
communities. The groups will be student-led.

Closing Ritual
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COURAGE–VOICE–VISION:
THE RAPHAEL LEMKIN HUMAN RIGHTS AWARDS
3:00pm–5:00pm
Sanctuary

Award Presentations
Honoring
Dr. Naomi Chazan, New Israel Fund
Aryeh Neier, Open Society Institute

Special Presentations by
Letty Cottin Pogrebin
Marina Pinto Kaufman

Musical Performance by Marty Ehrlich, Jerome Harris and Roy Nathanson
5:00pm–6:00pm
Frankel Social Hall

Reception in Honor of Award Recipients
Musical performance by The Baba Rogas

5:45–6:00pm
Sanctuary

Ma’ariv

6:30pm–8:00pm
Sanctuary

Welcome
Rabbi Jarah Greenfied, RHR-NA Conference Co-Chair
Rabbi Sue Levi Elwell, RHR-NA Conference Co-Chair
Rabbi Rolando Matalon, Congregation B'nai Jeshurun
Conference Opening Plenary—
Human Rights Under Fire in the Age of Obama and Netanyahu
Iain Levine, Human Rights Watch
Dr. Naomi Chazan, New Israel Fund
Hon. Elizabeth Holtzman
The last few years have seen some setbacks or disappointments in the protection and promotion
of human rights. In the U.S., government policies developed in the “war on terror” during the
Bush Administration regarding torture and detention placed the U.S. in the moral company
of countries it once lectured on their lack of human rights. Many expected that under the
Obama administration, the U.S. would return to the moral high ground, but many policies
from the previous administration remain unchanged and there has been no accountability for
past violations. In Israel, human rights groups or those criticizing the actions of the Israeli
government have come under vicious attack as anti-Israel or un-patriotic. What are the current
human rights situations in the two countries, how are they similar or different and what are
the prospects for improvement?

Musical Welcome
Rabbi Shawn Zevit
Kindling the Chanukiyah for the Fifth Night of Chanukah
Rabbi Charles Feinberg, RHR-NA Co-Chair
Rabbi Ellen Lippman, RHR-NA Co-Chair
Rabbi Sue Levi Elwell, Conference Co-Chair
Rabbi Jarah Greenfield, Conference Co-Chair
Cynthia Greenberg, Conference Coordinator
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MONDAY DECEMBER 6

Monday events held at The Conference Center
130 East 59th Street at Lexington Avenue

7:30am
Registration Area

Registration Opens

7:30am–8:30am
59th Street Lounge

Shacharit Service
Rabbi Paula Marcus, shlichat tzibbur
Rabbi Seth Goldstein, shalich tzibbur
Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz, leyner

8:00am
Main Hallway

Breakfast

9:00am–10:30am
Room 710–712

Morning Plenary—How Long Before “Indefinite” Detention Without Charge
Becomes Permanent Betrayal of Our Values?
Donna Lieberman, New York Civil Liberties Union
Gabor Rona, Human Rights First
Michael Ratner, Center for Constitutional Rights
Rabbi Marla Feldman, Union for Reform Judaism
Nearly two years since President Obama took office, detainees from the “war on terror”
continue to languish in Guantánamo Bay, many of whom will never see the inside of a courtroom. Outside, the debate rages about whether the civilian court system can handle terrorism
cases and what to do with evidence that was obtained through torture. The Jewish tradition
demands that we judge with justice, and that we have one law for the stranger and the citizen
alike. In this plenary session, learn from the activists working to protect the right to a fair
trial, even for those who want to harm us, and what developments we can expect in the year
ahead with the changes in the House and Senate.

10:45–12:00 noon
Room 717

Break Out Sessions #1
Tools for Change: Teaching RHR’s Masekhet Ha’aztmaut
Rabbi Navah Hefetz, RHR-Israel
Masekhet Ha’Atzmaut is a Talmudic style commentary on Israel’s Declaration of Independence
developed by RHR over the past 10 years. Focusing on the human rights values and commitments
codified in this essential document, we will examine these values and their original biblical,
rabbinic and other Jewish sources. We will raise questions and examine the tensions that exist
between current realities in Israeli society and the vision of the Founders of the modern state of
Israel. This session will provide participants with the tools to use this remarkable educational
curriculum in their communities.

Room 710

Film screening and discussion: The Response
Rabbi Rachel Kahn-Troster, RHR-NA
Sig Libowitz, Filmmaker
The Response is a courtroom drama based on the actual transcripts of the Guantánamo Bay
military tribunals. The film revolves around the tribunal of a suspected enemy combatant and
the three military officers who must decide his fate. For the first time ever, The Response holds
a mirror up to the tribunals and allows an audience to see and hear for themselves what went
on inside Guantánamo.
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MONDAY DECEMBER 6 CONTINUED

The Response was shortlisted for the 2010 Academy Awards (one of only ten short films selected
from around the world) and won the ABA Silver Gavel award as best of the year in Drama &
Literature (joining such past winners as Twelve Angry Men, Judgment at Nuremberg and To Kill
a Mockingbird). The movie has screened at the Pentagon, Congress, the French Embassy, West
Point, Harvard, UCLA and the U.S. Army JAG School, to name a few. The movie stars Peter
Riegert (Animal House, Crossing Delancey, The Sopranos); Kate Mulgrew (Captain Janeway of
Star Trek: Voyager) and Aasif Mandvi (“correspondent” on The Daily Show).

Room 711

Combating Slavery: What Steps Can We Take In Our Congregations
Kevin Austin, Not For Sale
Jenny Park, Girls Are Not for Sale
Human trafficking is a human rights issue that is both global and local, happening in our
own backyards. For example, the commercial sexual exploitation and domestic trafficking of
girls and young women is a reality in New York and across the country. As individuals and
communities of faith, the first step is to raise awareness and engage with one another so that
we can collectively take concrete actions at the local and national levels to end slavery. Jennifer
Park will speak about becoming a force for change through public awareness and education
and legislation and policy advocacy work. Kevin Austin will talk about mobilization of our
communities and partnering with other faith groups to move from awareness to action.

Room 706

The Crisis in East Jerusalem
Maya Wind, Columbia University
Ruth Carmi, New Israel Fund
Wendy Zerin, Congregation Nevei Kodesh
Jerusalem is a sacred and much divided city. Join us for a report from the field about current
land, legal and human rights challenges. Maya Wind will share insights about the Sheikh
Jarrah struggles over displacement of Palestinians, Ruth Carmi will address legal issues East
Jerusalemites face and Dr. Zerin will report on Silwan, Sheikh Jarrah and other developments
in Jerusalem and the West Bank.

Room 712

Tools for Change: Using New Media When Working on Israel-Related Issues
Isaac Luria, J Street
Dan Sieradski, Digital Strategist
Lara Friedman, Americans for Peace Now
Rabbi Alana Suskin, Congregation Shaare Torah
Participate in a discussion with some of the most influential liberal Jewish voices that shape
what we hear about Israel in the U.S. from the Left. Using new media and innovative online
communication tools, the panelists have successfully built advocacy movements that fight for
justice in the Middle East and rally the American Jewish community to action. Find out how
J Street grew its mailing lists from nothing to over 140,000 people in just two and a half years.
Learn about how Americans for Peace Now is using Google mapping technology to allow
people to track Israeli settlement activity online from anywhere in the world. Hear about more
radical forms of online activism and what are the “next big things” that techies and comms
people are thinking up. Even if you don’t Tweet, blog or have the latest gadget on your cell
phone, this session is bound to give you insights about how to more effectively communicate
about Israel and motivate activism within your own communities.

CONFERENCE PROGRAM
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12:00 noon–1:00pm
Room 711
1:00–2:15pm
Room 708

Lunch Break
Gathering to Remember RHR Co-Founder David Forman z”l
Rabbi Paul (Shaul) Feinberg, RHR-Israel
Break Out Sessions #2
Tools for Change: Teaching RHR-NA’s Anti-Torture Curriculum
Sara Shapiro-Plevan, Bureau of Jewish Education of Greater New York
How do you teach about torture and violations of human dignity in your community and to
students of different ages? This workshop will examine the new RHR-NA curriculum on
Jewish Values and Torture, aimed at high school and up, and discuss how to adapt it for
younger audiences as well.

Room 710

Tools for Change: How to Use Film to Talk About Israel in Our Communities
Isaac Zablocki, The Other Israel Film Festival
Ronit Avni, Just Vision/Budrus
Discussions of Israel in our communities have increasingly resulted in disagreements and
strife. Jews who care about Israel argue over what it means to be pro-Israel and whether it is
appropriate to discuss what some see as flaws in Israel’s treatment of its own minorities as
well as its treatment of Palestinians in the West Bank, East Jerusalem and Gaza. Yet without
open dialogue, how can we learn, grow or change? One way to broach difficult topics is
through film. Learn from the Other Israel Film Festival and Just Vision how films can be
used to set the stage in your community for constructive discussions about Israel.

Room 711

Unaccountable Power from Pharoah to Bagram:
The Issue Behind the Issue of Torture and Indefinite Detention
Rabbi Arthur Waskow, The Shalom Center
Rabbi Rachel Kahn-Troster, RHR-NA
One of the crucial themes of Jewish history has been oppression by and opposition to centralized
unaccountable power, from Pharaoh through the Roman Empire to the Inquisition, Hitler, and
Stalin. Among the hallmarks of such power have been the use of torture, arbitrary imprisonment,
and the invocation of raisons d’etat as justification for evading the rule of law. The rabbis
insisted that not only Jews, but all human society was obligated to provide law courts. Though
the American presidency has not achieved any of the heights of oppression achieved by some
of these oppressive institutions of the past, it has been accreting—and continues to accrete—
arbitrary police powers. What should the Jewish community do?

Room 712

Human Rights 101 for Jews
Steven Gerber, RHR-NA
Dinah PoKempner, Human Rights Watch
What do we mean when we say someone’s human rights have been violated? How is the idea
of human rights different from social justice? Where does the idea of human rights come from?
Why do states respect human rights and how are they enforced? Are human rights really
universal? Are war crimes part of human rights? If these are questions you’ve asked yourself,
come learn the basics of human rights from Dinah PoKempner, General Counsel of Human
Rights Watch, and Steven Gerber, Executive Director of RHR-NA.
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Room 706

Investor Activism and Human Rights
Laura Berry, Interfaith Center for Corporate Responsibility
Rabbi Mordechai Leibling, Reconstructionist Rabbinical College
What is socially responsible investing and what has been the role of shareholders in fighting
for human rights? In this session, learn about Jewish involvement in SRI and how SRI has been
an important force for change in the fight against slavery and human trafficking. Panelists
will also discuss their own involvement in the SRI movement, and how it motivates them as
activists.

2:30–3:45pm
Room 708

Break Out Sessions #3
The Mixed Jewish Record on Slavery and Prostitution
Dr. Naomi Graetz, Ben Gurion University of the Negev
There is a mixed Jewish record on slavery and prostitution. Among Jewish commentators,
and even among the sacred texts themselves, there are those who acknowledge the sex trade
and slavery, those who condemn and those who deny or claim ignorance of Jewish women’s
involvement in prostitution/white slavery. In this session, we will study selected Jewish texts
about prostitution, slavery, women captured in war, pimping, white slavery and ransom of
captives to see what lessons they can teach us for today.

Room 711

How New Media and Technology is Changing Human Rights Activism
Sharon Kelly McBride, Human Rights First
Uri Zaki, B’tselem
This session will examine how the expanding use of new technologies from blogger activism
to Facebook help and hinder Human Rights advocacy in Israel, the U.S. and abroad. The
presenters incorporate clips from B’Tselem’s Video Project and new media demonstrations
by Human Rights First to spark discussion about both the achievements and drawbacks of
technology as a tool for advocacy and activism.

Room 710

Using Media to Change the Conversation About Torture
Reverend Richard Killmer, National Religious Campaign Against Torture
This session will feature a screening and discussion of NRCAT’s video Ending U.S.-Sponsored
Torture Forever and some discussion of NRCAT’s media strategies, including the effective use
of op-eds and letters-to-the-editor. We will also discuss ways to respond to the popular media’s
portrayal of torture as a useful and necessary interrogation tool.

Room 706

Is Compromise a Mitzvah or a Sin: A Talmudic Musing
Rabbi Edward Feld
Which takes precedence: the need for justice or the pursuit of peace? Should truth—personal,
communal—be sacrificed for the sake of peace? Who is to be more revered—the peacemaker
or the one who insists on justice? Enter into a discussion with the Talmudic rabbis who debated
these issues.

CONFERENCE PROGRAM

10

MONDAY DECEMBER 6 CONTINUED

Room 712

Whose Rights? Where does Judaism require us to focus our efforts:
Global justice, Community Organizing or Israel?
Rabbi Jill Jacobs, Author
Rabbi Rachel Goldenberg, Congregation Beth Shalom Rodfe Zedek
Rabbi Brent Chaim Spodek
As Jewish activists, the issues we confront—locally, in Israel, and around the globe—are vast,
and we are constantly confronted with the question of where our responsibilities lie. In this
session, the panelists will engage with Jewish texts that consider this questions and challenge
us to think about our obligations in our pursuit of justice.

3:45–4:00pm
59th Street Lounge

Mincha
Rabbi Shawn Zevit

4:00–5:30pm
Room 710–712

Plenary: Slavery, Trafficking and People of Faith—In Our Own Backyards and Beyond
Rabbi Simkha Weintraub, Jewish Board of Family and Children’s Services
Ron Soodalter, Author
Pamela Shifman, NoVo Foundation
Nisha Varia, Human Rights Watch
More people are enslaved today than at any other point in human history, with conservative
estimates starting at 27 million people. Modern slavery includes slave labor (the largest group
of slaves), debt bondage, sex trafficking, and child soldiers. Here in the United States, slavery
has been found in cities from coast to coast. Migrant laborers are at particular risk for slavery and
exploitation. In the current economic climate, as migration has become feminized, trafficking
in women for both labor and sex slavery has increased. What does modern slavery look like
and what can we do about it?

5:30–7:00pm
Main Hallway

Ma’ariv, Kindling the Chanukiyah for the Sixth Night of Chanukah
Rabbi Brian Walt, Ta’anit Tzedek, Founder, RHR-NA
Rabbi Gerry Serotta, Clergy Beyond Borders, Founder, RHR-NA
Rabbi Jarah Greenfield, RHR-NA Conference Co-Chair
Rabbi Rachel Kahn-Troster, RHR-NA
Music by
The Baba Rogas
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TUESDAY DECEMBER 7

Tuesday events held at The Conference Center
130 East 59th Street at Lexington Avenue

7:30am
59th Street Lounge

Shacharit Service
Rabbi Oren Postrel, shaliach tzibbur
Rachel Barenblat, Rabbinical Student

7:30am
Registration Area

Registration Opens

8:00–9:00am
Room 710–712

Breakfast Briefing: Park 51 and The Crisis on Islamophobia
Rabbi Joy Levitt, The Jewish Community Center in Manhattan
Reverend Chloe Breyer, Interfaith Center of New York
Daisy Khan, American Society for Muslim Advancement
Rabbi Gerry Serotta, Clergy Beyond Borders
National attention focused for months on a planned mosque and community center to be
built in downtown Manhattan at 51 Park Place; the project is now known as Park 51. Some in
New York and around the country cried, “Too close to Ground Zero.” Others, including New
York’s Mayor Bloomberg and several groups of rabbis and other Jews, rallied to the project’s
defense, asserting freedom of religion and of place. Local and national leaders became involved,
media coverage was prolific and sometimes inflammatory, Park 51 organizers were often
mischaracterized and targeted, and simultaneously, efforts to enhance community institutions
and services to Muslims have come under attack across New York City and the nation. What
are the real issues at stake? What is the relationship of civil rights and religious pluralism to
human rights concerns? How does fighting racism, anti-Semitism and Islamophobia connect
to our work on human rights? What are the implications for our multi-racial, multi-ethnic,
multi-religious society? Hear first-hand from Daisy Khan, one of the leaders of the Park 51
project, and from those working with her and Imam Feisel Rauf and on interfaith issues and
pluralistic religious partnerships.

9:15–10:30am
Room 706

Break Out Sessions #4
Our Core Texts: Jewish Commentary on the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights
Rabbi Charles Feinberg, RHR-NA Co-Chair
Rabbi Feinberg will discuss the scope of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and then
link different articles of the Declaration to specific Jewish texts and values. Rabbi Feinberg will
encourage the group to evaluate the different texts and to suggest other relevant Jewish texts.

Room 708

Bringing Slavery to Your Seder and Beyond?
Integrating Human Rights Work with Jewish Holidays
Rabbi Sue Levi Elwell, Union for Reform Judaism
Tamara Cohen, Rabbinical Student
Our celebration of holidays can be a powerful vehicle for sharing our deep concerns about human
rights abuses and avenues of advocacy and integrating them into the experiences of our families
and communities. In this tachlis workshop we will together undertake the beginning stages of
planning of an upcoming holiday celebration/ commemoration that makes connections between
the timeless themes of our holiday cycle and the pressing human rights issues of our day.

CONFERENCE PROGRAM
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Room 710

Spotlight on Advocates: Report from Guantanamo Bay:
Medical Professionals and U.S.-Sponsored Torture
Steven Reisner, Physicians for Human Rights
Brigadier General (Ret) Steven Xanakis, MD, Physicians for Human Rights
Many of us were shocked to find that the Bush administration employed psychologists to
research, oversee, and, in some cases, implement ‘enhanced interrogation techniques’ condemned
universally as torture, and that these military and CIA psychologists, with the full support of
the American Psychological Association, subverted time-honored standards of professional
ethics in order to do so. Steven Reisner will report on this and the lesser known fact that the
situation continues under the Obama administration, where the intelligence-gathering role of
health professionals has been solidified while their ethical independence has been undermined.
Stephen Xenakis will report on the Omar Khadr military commission, which he attended and
described as follows: “The proceedings revived Soviet-style psychiatry and the politicization of
mental health. The prosecution team, consisting of lawyers from the military and Department
of Justice, built their case largely on testimony from their expert witness, a forensic psychiatrist,
that was unscientific, lacking facts, and rooted in Islamophobia.” Learn more from these
important activists!

Room 711

From the Frontlines: Perspectives on RHR’s Work in the West Bank
Rabbi Yehiel Grenimann, RHR-Israel
From High Court appeals against discriminatory zoning practices, to returning villagers to
their homes in Bir al-’Id after 10 years, to ensuring access to olive tree harvests for Palestinian
farmers, RHR has been fighting for the rights of Palestinians in the West Bank to live their lives
with dignity and respect. They use fieldwork, media outreach and legal action to protect the
rights of their neighbors. Rabbi Yehiel Grenimann, RHR’s Director for the Occupied Territories,
will share with you the latest developments from their inspirational and peace-building work.

Room 712

Talking About Human Rights in Israel in Our Communities,
Including A How-To Guide
Rabbi Shawn Zevit, Jewish Reconstructionist Federation
Ronit Avni, Just Vision/Budrus
Aliza Becker, JStreet
Talking about the Israeli/Palestinian conflict and human rights issues in Israel in our synagogue
communities can be explosive. Both rabbis and congregants can feel silenced, afraid that saying
what they really believe might jeopardize important relationships and threaten the cohesion
of our cherished communities. But avoiding difficult conversations only raises the pressure in
the pressure cooker, making the mess even messier when it blows. And if we can’t explore the
challenging and often painful realities of this conflict in our own Jewish communities, then
where can we? In this workshop, we’ll draw on years of work by a variety of methods and
organizations to learn become more aware of our own perspectives and strategies for opening
up healthy conversations about difficult issues like Israel/Palestine. We’ll look at some places
where these conversations happen more easily, even in the face of passionately-held differences,
as well as having time to explore your questions and particular challenges.
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10:45am–12:00 noon
Room 710

Break Out Sessions #5
Safe Space Among Colleagues: Talking About Human Rights in Israel
(For Rabbis Only)
Rabbi Ayelet Cohen
Rabbi Michael Strassfeld, The Society for the Advancement of Judaism
This is a safe space for rabbis to discuss concerns about speaking freely about Israel and human
rights in their congregations. Many RHR-NA rabbis are to the left of their congregations
when it comes to Israel, some are to the right of their congregations, and in either case can feel
afraid to discuss Israel from the bima, in newsletters, and in sermons. Come to talk, listen, and
gain support and ideas.

Room 711

The Most Pressing Human Rights Issues In Israel
Rabbi Paul (Shaul) Feinberg, RHR Israel
In this session Rabbi Dr. Paul (Shaul) R. Feinberg will discuss his perspective on of realities of
daily life in Israel, including issues of social and economic justice, property rights, disparities
in opportunities for educational advancement, and more. He will also discuss RHR-Israel’s
mission, accomplishments over the years, and challenges that have yet to be met.

Room 712

Current Advocacy to End U.S.-Sponsored Torture and Arbitrary
and Indefinite Detention
John Humprhries, National Religious Campaign Against Torture
Maria LaHood, Center for Constitutional Rights
This session will focus on NRCAT’s grassroots advocacy and organizing strategies that
engage congregations and local religious groups across the country as well as the Center for
Constitutional Rights’ work on seeking legal accountability for torture.

Room 706

From the Ground Up: Grassroots Human Rights Work in Israel
Rabbi Mira Regev, Bina Center for Jewish Identity and Hebrew Culture
The political, sociological, and demographic challenges Israelis face today give rise to deep
questions of identity and morality. In light of these challenges, how are Israelis redefining
their Zionist identity and placing themselves in the context of human rights work? In this
session we will ask this question, and learn about the journey of young Israelis and Americans
studying in Tel Aviv at Bina: The Secular Yeshiva. Students in Bina’s year-long program study
the writing of Ahad Ha’am, Yosef Haim Brenner, and other Zionist thinkers while volunteering
with Arab, Jewish and Sudanese underprivileged minorities in South Tel Aviv and Jaffa.

12:00 noon–12:30pm
Main Hallway

Bag Lunch
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12:30–2:30pm
Room 710–712

Plenary: Israel, Exceptionalism, Human Rights and the Road Ahead
Part A:
Peter Beinart, Author
Rabbi Ellen Lippmann, RHR-NA Co-Chair
Jane Eisner, The Forward
In his important 2010 article in the New York Review of Books, titled, “The Failure of the
American Jewish Establishment,” Peter Beinart wrote about liberal American Jewish college
students: “They had imbibed some of the defining values of American Jewish political culture:
a belief in open debate, a skepticism about military force, a commitment to human rights.
And in their innocence, they did not realize that they were supposed to shed those values
when it came to Israel.” In this session, Mr. Beinart will explore the question of exceptionalism,
usually defined as “shedding our values” when it comes to looking at Israel, with special focus
on the value of human rights. Rabbi Ellen Lippmann, co-chair, RHR-NA, will respond to
Beinart; the session will be moderated by Jane Eisner, Editor, the Forward.

Part B:
Rabbi Ellen Lippmann, RHR-NA Co-Chair
Rabbi Charles Feinberg, RHR-NA Co-Chair
Rabbi Rachel Kahn-Troster, RHR-NA
Rabbi Yehiel Grenimann, RHR-Israel
Rabbi Shaul (Paul) Feinberg, RHR-Israel
Human rights ARE under fire! The conference calls us to action! Join RHR-NA Co-Chairs
Rabbis Charles Feinberg and Ellen Lippmann, Director of Education and Outreach Rabbi
Rachel Kahn-Troster and Rabbis Yehiel Grenimann and Shaul Feinberg from RHR in Israel
in a brief review of some of the major issues that have surfaced during conference sessions, a
look at how RHR in Israel and RHR-NA are addressing those issues in the two societies, and
a "best guess" of what issues may remain foremost in our minds and the public eye in another year. We can't do it without you: We look forward to getting your commitments to this
work. As Pirke Avot teaches, "You are not required to complete the work, but neither are you
free to desist from it." Or as Professor Michael Walzer puts it, "there is no way to get from
here to there except by joining hands, marching together."

2:45–3:00pm
Room 710–712

Closing Ritual
Rabbi Sue Levi Elwell, RHR-NA Conference Co-Chair
Rabbi Jarah Greenfield, RHR-NA Conference Co-Chair
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Conference Speakers
Reverend Kevin Austin is the
Director of the Abolitionist Faith
Community with the Not for Sale
Campaign. Kevin is an ordained pastor
in the Free Methodist Church and
serves his denomination as a missionary
for North America, focusing on anti-trafficking work.
Kevin is a professional musician, writer and photographer,
and enjoys travel, coffee and apple crisp a la mode.
Ronit Avni is the Founder/Executive
Director of Just Vision, an organization
dedicated to increasing media coverage
and support for Palestinian and Israeli
civilian efforts to end the conflict
without arms. Ronit directed and
produced the award winning film, Encounter Point, and
recently produced Budrus. Previously, Ronit worked at
WITNESS training human rights defenders to use film
in their advocacy efforts. She is a Young Global Leader,
a Joshua Venture Fellow and a Term Member of the
Council on Foreign Relations.
Rachel Barenblat is a senior student
in the ALEPH rabbinic program and
will be ordained in January 2011.
Since 2003 she has blogged as The
Velveteen Rabbi. She is a contributing
editor at Zeek: A Jewish Journal of
Thought and Culture and holds an M.F.A. from the
Bennington Writing Seminars. She is author of four
chapbooks of poems and her first full-length collection,
Seventy Faces (a collection of Torah poems), will be
published in 2011.
David Basior is a second year student
at the Reconstructionist Rabbinical
College in Philadelphia, PA. Since
living in Jerusalem in 2005–2006, he
has been an active member and now
board member of Jewish Voice for
Peace. His resume includes pre-school teacher, soul band
saxophonist and real estate property manager. He writes
poetry and his sweetie, Ariel, and he are expecting a child.

Aliza Becker serves as the Director of
Special Projects for J Street, where her
portfolio focuses on national rabbinic
organizing. Until December of 2009,
she had served for nearly eight years
first as a founder and then director of
Brit Tzedek v’Shalom, a national grassroots IsraeliPalestinian organization, which joined with J Street in
2010. From 1982–2002, she worked in advocacy and
education for immigrants and refugees, during which she
published seven books and numerous articles, managed
large-scale immigrant education programs at Heartland
Alliance for Human Needs and Human Rights in
Chicago and served as Interim Executive Director at the
Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights.
In 2002, the Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and
Refugee Rights honored Aliza with an award for her
long-time commitment to immigrant and refugee rights.
Peter Beinart is a Schwartz Senior
Fellow at the New America Foundation
and Associate Professor of Journalism
and Political Science at The City
University of New York. He is also
Senior Political Writer for The Daily
Beast and a Contributor to Time. He is the author of
The Good Fight: Why Liberals—And Only Liberals—
Can Win the War on Terror and Make America Great
Again (2006) and The Icarus Syndrome: A History of
American Hubris (2010).
Laura Berry is the Executive Director
of Interfaith Center on Corporate
Responsibility (ICCR), a coalition of
nearly 300 faith-based institutional
investors, representing over $100
billion in invested capital. ICCR
members use a variety of strategies to promote responsible
corporate policies and practices on a wide range of issues
including health, human rights, environmental justice,
climate change, militarism, corporate governance and
supply chain responsibility. Prior to joining ICCR,
Laura served The Community Foundation for Greater
New Haven for five years; beginning her tenure as Vice
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President for Development and serving as its Senior
Vice President for Philanthropic Services, responsible
for a $15 million grantmaking portfolio from The
Foundation’s nearly $300 million endowment. After a
17-year career as a Large Cap Value Portfolio Manager
on Wall Street and five years in the specialty chemical
industry as a Chemical Engineer, Laura began her
professional commitment to the non-profit sector in
2001, as the Director of the New London Development
Corporation’s Community Development Initiative.
Reverend Chloe Breyer is Executive Director of the Interfaith Center
of New York and also serves as an
associate priest at St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church in West Harlem. Previously,
Breyer worked at The Cathedral of
St. John the Divine as Chaplain to the Cathedral School
and Director of the Cathedral Forums on Religion on
Public Life. After 9-11, Breyer undertook an interfaith
initiative to rebuild a bombed mosque in Afghanistan
and has returned four times for additional faith-based
aid projects, including a women’s health clinic and a
co-ed school. Prior to the 2005 Millennium Summit,
Breyer worked with the US Campaign for the Millennium Development Goals to raise awareness about the
MDGs among American religious leaders of different
faith traditions. Breyer’s publications include The Close:
A Young Woman's First Year at Seminary (2000), along
with chapters in What Can One Person Do? Faith to Heal
a Broken World (2005), and Challenging the Christian
Right From the Heart of the Gospel (2006). Breyer is
also a contributor to Slate and is working on her Ph.D.
in Christian Ethics at Union Theological Seminary.
Ruth Carmi is a New Israel Fund
Law Fellow, based in Washington, DC,
and is completing her L.L.M. in Human
Rights and Gender at the American
University College of Law as part of
the L.L.M. International Program.
Previously, Carmi was an attorney in the Legal and
Public Policy Department at the Israel Religious Action
Center (IRAC), the public and legal advocacy arm of
the Reform Movement in Israel. She specialized in
constitutional, administrative and human rights law and
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acted as the Director of IRAC’s project to defend civic
equality for the Arab minority in Israel. She was also the
Legal Advisor for the Rape Crisis Center in Jerusalem.
Dr. Naomi Chazan is the President
of the New Israel Fund and currently
serves as the Head of the School of
Government and Society at the Academic College of Tel-Aviv-Yaffo. She
is the former Israeli Knesset Deputy
Speaker and also served as a member of the Knesset’s
Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee, Economics
Committee, House Committee, Education Committee
and the Committee on the Status of Women. She is
considered one of Israel’s top legislators of the past
decade, specializing in human rights, gender equality
and consumer affairs. She is among the founders of
the International Women’s Commission for an IsraeliPalestinian Peace, the Israel Women’s Network, the Israel
Women’s Peace Net, the Jerusalem Link and Engendering the Peace Process. Chazan is Professor Emerita
of Political Science and African Studies at the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem, has been a visiting professor and
scholar at Harvard University and the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, and has lectured at scores of
prominent universities and research institutions across
the world. The author and editor of eight books on
comparative politics, she has written extensively on
Arab-Israeli relations, Israeli politics, African politics
and women and politics.
Rabbi Ayelet S. Cohen served for
10 years at Congregation Beit Simchat
Torah, the world’s largest LGBT
synagogue serving people of all sexual
orientations and gender identities.
Passionately committed to progressive
and feminist Judaism, she is an activist and an advocate
for full inclusion and celebration of LGBT Jews in the
Jewish world, and an advocate for LBGT civil rights.
Rabbi Cohen has been profiled in the New York Times,
was named one of the “Heeb Hundred,” Heeb Magazine’s “hundred people you need to know about,” and
was honored at the 2005 Ma’yan Seder as a leading
young Jewish feminist activist. She is a member of the
Rabbinical Assembly and the New York Board of Rabbis,
and serves on the board of RHR-NA.
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Tamara Cohen is a writer, activist
and ritualist who currently works as the
Associate Dean of Students at Gratz
College and is pursuing rabbinic
ordination at the Reconstructionist
Rabbinical College in Philadelphia.
Before relocating to Philadelphia last year, Tamara most
recently worked at the University of Florida as Director
of Multicultural and Diversity Affairs, Assistant Dean
of Students, and Director of LGBT Affairs; served as the
Spiritual Leader of the Greater Washington Coalition
for Jewish Life in Litchfield County Connecticut for
10 years; and for close to a decade, worked for Ma’yan:
The Jewish Women’s Project, where she lead feminist
social justice oriented seders and facilitated other rituals
and educational programs. She has served on the boards
of Joshua Venture, Brit Tzedek V’Shalom and Jews for
Racial and Economic Justice and was a founder of
Jewish Activist Gays and Lesbians. Tamara is the editor
of the haggadah The Journey Continues and is the author
of several articles on Jewish women’s spirituality and
feminist approaches to text.
Jane Eisner, a pioneer in journalism,
was appointed editor of the Forward
in June 2008, becoming the first woman
to hold the position at the influential
Jewish national weekly newspaper
and website. Under her leadership,
the Forward has won numerous regional and national
journalism awards for its original journalism in print
and online. Prior to joining the Forward, she was vice
president of the National Constitution Center, and held
many executive editorial and news positions at the
Philadelphia Inquirer for 25 years. Eisner is the first
woman to win Wesleyan’s McConaughy Award for her
contributions to journalism and public life, and with
deep roots in academe, is the first Koeppel Fellow in
Journalism at Wesleyan, teaching journalism and nonfiction writing.
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Rabbi Sue Levi Elwell edited The
Open Door, the Central Conference of
American Rabbis Haggadah (2002),
served as poetry editor of the awardwinning The Torah: A Women’s Commentary (2008) and as one of the editors
of Lesbian Rabbis: The First Generation (2001). The
founding director of the Los Angeles Jewish Feminist
Center and the first rabbinic director of Ma’yan, Elwell
currently serves as Union Rabbi and Worship Specialist
for the Union for Reform Judaism. She serves on the
board of RHR-NA and is co-chair of the 2010 conference on Judaism and human rights
Rabbi Charles M. Feinberg is a
rabbi at Adas Israel Congregation in
Washington, DC. He has served
Conservative congregations in Madison,
WI, Poughkeepsie, NY, and Vancouver,
BC. He has been active in inter-group
relations throughout his career, serving as the chairperson of Dutchess Outreach, a social service agency in
Poughkeepsie, and chairing the Vancouver Multifaith
Society. From 1991–1996, Rabbi Feinberg was the
chairperson of the social action committee of the Rabbinical Assembly. He is currently co-chair of RHR-NA.
Rabbi Dr. Paul (Shaul) R. Feinberg
is the Associate Dean Emeritus and
Associate Adjunct Professor of Jewish
Education at Hebrew Union College–
Jewish Institute of Religion in Jerusalem.
An expert in the curriculum and the
language of education in Israel and worldwide, Feinberg
is the chairperson of Milah – Jerusalem Institute for
Higher Studies and a board member of Keren-Maimon
Ziv Tzedaka Foundation. He was an Israel Foreign
Ministry Emissary to the Former Soviet Union in 1989,
was a founding board member of RHR-Israel and chair
and board member of the Hillel Foundation at Hebrew
University. Feinberg’s writings have been published in
leading publications, including the CCAR Journal,
Journal of Curriculum Theory, The Pedagogic Reporter,
The Jewish Spectator and the Journal of Reform Judaism.
He has presented at numerous conferences around the
world on curriculum studies, pedagogy, human rights,
family education and Jewish values.
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Rabbi Edward Feld is a noted
teacher and author, and senior editor
of the new Rabbinical Assembly
(Conservative) High Holy Day prayer
book, Mahzor Lev Shalom (2010). One
of the 2010 “Forward 50,” in his distinguished career Rabbi Feld has served as Rabbi-inResidence at the Jewish Theological Seminary of America,
functioning as an advisor and mentor to rabbinical
students; Rabbi of the Society for the Advancement of
Judaism; and Hillel Director of Princeton University.
Rabbi Feld also served as the Educational Director of
RHR-NA where he developed a curriculum for teaching
human rights. He is the author of Spirit of Renewal:
Faith After the Holocaust, recently reissued in paperback,
and has published essays on theological, halachic and
ethical issues.
Rabbi Marla J. Feldman is a
Reform rabbi, a lawyer, and the
Director of Development for the
Union for Reform Judaism (URJ).
Previously, Rabbi Feldman served as
the Director of the Commission on
Social Action of Reform Judaism. Rabbi Feldman
represents the URJ in national coalitions and has served
on many non-profit boards, including the Save Darfur
Coalition, Jewish Council for Public Affairs, RHR-NA,
Jewish Coalition for Disaster Relief, Inter-Agency Task
Force on Israeli Arab Issues and the interfaith advisory
boards of Cover the Uninsured Week and National AIDS
Partnership. Before joining the staff of the URJ, Rabbi
Feldman worked in the Jewish Community Relations
field in Detroit and Delaware and served congregations
in Orlando and Sarasota, FL.
Lara Friedman is the Director of
Policy and Government Relations for
Americans for Peace Now (APN). A
former U.S. Foreign Service Officer,
Friedman served in Jerusalem, Washington, Tunis, and Beirut (and briefly
in Khartoum). Widely recognized as an authority on
U.S. policy in the Middle East, Israeli settlements and
Jerusalem, she meets frequently with Members of
Congress and congressional staff, Administration officials,
foreign diplomats and other members of the foreign
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policy community. She is a trusted resource for journalists and policymakers, and regularly publishes opinion
and analysis pieces in the U.S. and Israeli press.
Steven Gerber is the Executive
Director of RHR-NA. After graduating
from American University with a law
degree and a Master’s degree in International Law and Organizations,
Gerber became the Director of the
International Criminal Court (ICC) Project at the
World Federalist Association and the Coordinator of
the Washington Working Group on the International
Criminal Court. While working on the issue of the ICC,
Steven participated in the Rome Treaty conference where
over 150 countries spent five weeks negotiating the ICC
treaty in 1998. Thereafter, he served as an international
lawyer at the Human Rights Chamber for Bosnia and
Herzegovina, drafting decisions under the European
Convention on Human Rights. Prior to his joining
RHR-NA, Steven worked as a program officer in the
Human Rights and International Justice program of
the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation.
Rabbi Rachel Goldenberg has been
the spiritual leader of Congregation
Beth Shalom Rodfe Zedek since 2007
and currently serves as Vice Chair of
RHR-NA. She is a member of the
Rabbinic Cabinet of J Street, convenes
the Valley Shore Clergy Association and is a member of
the New Haven Board of Rabbis. She is also a participant
in the rabbinic leadership program of the Institute for
Jewish Spirituality. Rabbi Goldenberg was ordained in
2003 at Hebrew Union College – Jewish Institute of
Religion and is an alumna of the Wexner Graduate
Fellowship Program.
Naomi Graetz has lived in Israel
since 1967 and taught English at Ben
Gurion University of the Negev for 35
years. She is the author of Unlocking
the Garden: A Feminist Jewish Look at
the Bible, Midrash and God (2005),
The Rabbi’s Wife Plays at Murder (2004), S/He Created
Them: Feminist Retellings of Biblical Stories (2003),
and Silence is Deadly: Judaism Confronts Wifebeating
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(1998). Her most recent article, “Jewish Sources and
Trafficking in Women,” has just appeared in Global
Perspectives on Prostitution and Sex Trafficking (2010).
Rabbi Jarah Greenfield is the
spiritual leader of Reconstructionist
Temple Beth Israel in Maywood, NJ
and a graduate of the Reconstructionist
Rabbinical College, where she served
as president of the Reconstructionist
Student Association. She serves on the board of RHRNA and is co-chair of the 2010 conference on Judaism
and human rights. Rabbi Greenfield is a member of the
North Jersey Board of Rabbis and an International Vice
Chair of the newly formed Rabbis for Women of the
Wall. She has served as interim and assistant principal
of B’nai Jeshurun Hebrew School in New York City
and spent a year studying at the Drisha Institute for
Jewish Education before entering rabbinical school.
Rabbi Yehiel Grenimann, the eldest
child of two Polish Holocaust survivors,
is a Conservative/Masorti Rabbi who
completed a M.A. in Contemporary
Jewry at the Hebrew University,
Jerusalem, majoring in Holocaust
studies. He spent 10 years in Holocaust education at
various Israeli institutions, including Yad Vashem, the
Massuah Institute for the Study of the Holocaust and
the Ot Ve’Ed Institute, teaching teenagers, young adults
and educators about Jewish Resistance during the period
of World War II. Over the past 30 years he has been
active in Peace Now, Netivot Shalom, and since his
ordination in 1991, he has been part of RHR-Israel,
having served as Treasurer and Chairperson. Over the
past five years, Rabbi Grenimann has been coordinating
field activities in the Palestinian Occupied Territories
for RHR-Israel.
Ari Hart is the co-founder of Uri
L’Tzedek (Awaken to Justice): The
Orthodox Social Justice Movement
and a leader of multiple initiatives
that bring the Jewish community and
the world together to make positive
social change. A contributor the Huffington Post,
Jerusalem Post, Haaretz and more, he was recently se-
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lected by The Jewish Week as one of the 36 “forwardthinking young people who are helping to remake the
Jewish community.” He has worked to spread the
message of Jewish social justice and responsibility in
synagogues, schools and change organizations around
the country, from Washington DC to the South Side
of Chicago. He is currently studying to be a rabbi at
Yeshivat Chovevei Torah in New York City.
Rabbi Nava Hefetz is currently the
Educational Director of RHR-Israel.
Rabbi Hefetz has worked at Beth
Hatefutsoth – the Diaspora Museum
as educator and curator of exhibitions,
as the regional coordinator in Melitz
– Centers for Jewish-Zionist Education, and as Senior
Program Director and Acting Director of The Charles
R. Bronfman Centre for Mifgashim. She was ordained
at HUC in 2006, and also has a B,A, in French Linguistics, French Literature and Philosophy, and an M.A.
in Informal Education and Jewish Studies from JTS.
In 2005, she received an award for excellence in the
field of contribution to Israeli society from Hebrew
Union College.
Hon. Elizabeth Holtzman joined
Herrick, Feinstein LLP after 20 years in
government and serves as the co-chair
of Herrick’s Government Relations
Practice, concentrating her practice in
government relations at the federal,
state and local levels, and in litigation. She served for
eight years as a U.S. Congresswoman and won national
attention for her role on the House Judiciary committee
during Watergate. She chaired the Immigration and
Refugees Subcommittee and dealt directly with many
foreign governments—including Malaysia, Indonesia
and Vietnam—over refugee issues. She was subsequently
elected District Attorney of Kings County (Brooklyn),
the only woman ever elected D.A. in New York City,
serving for eight years. As D.A., she argued successfully
before the United States Supreme Court and pioneered
new strategies for the prosecution of rape and environmental crimes.
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John Humphries joined the staff of
the National Religious Campaign
Against Torture (NRCAT) in 2007.
He has more than 10 years prior
experience as a community organizer
and trainer, serving as the director and
lead organizer for organizations in rural Appalachia and
Connecticut. A member of the Hartford Friends Meeting,
he traveled to Iraq in 2002 with a Quaker/AFSC delegation and he has helped organize a statewide interfaith
network acting to oppose torture and the war in Iraq.
As an organizer, he has coordinated successful statelevel legislative campaigns.
Rabbi Jill Jacobs is the founding
director of Ma’aseh: The Center for
Jewish Social Justice Education and
the author of There Shall be No Needy:
Pursuing Social Justice through Jewish
Law and Tradition and the forthcoming
Where Justice Dwells: A Hands-On Guide to Doing Social
Justice in Your Jewish Community. Rabbi Jacobs has been
named to the Forward’s list of 50 influential American
Jews (2006 and 2008), to The Jewish Week’s first list of
“36 under 36” (2008), and to Newsweek’s list of the 50
most influential rabbis in America (2009 and 2010).
She lives in New York with her husband, Guy Austrian,
and their daughter Lior.
Rabbi Rachel Kahn-Troster is
Director of Education and Outreach
for RHR-NA, and serves on the
boards of the National Religious
Campaign Against Torture and
Hazon. Ordained in 2008 from the
Jewish Theological Seminary, where she was a student
activist and leader, she is a noted speaker and writer
on Judaism and human rights. While in rabbinical
school, she worked as rabbinic intern at the Jewish
Community Center in Manhattan, where she taught
midrash and introductory Judaism, and at Congregation
Beit Simchat Torah. Her writing has appeared in Sh’ma,
Conservative Judaism, and several anthologies, and she
is a regular contributor to the blog The Jew and the
Carrot.
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Daisy Khan is Executive Director of
the American Society for Muslim
Advancement, a non-profit organization
dedicated to developing an American
Muslim identity and to building bridges
between the Muslim community and
general public through dialogues in faith, identity, culture and arts. She has recently received major national
coverage as she has been front and in the media on the
recent rise of Islamophobia and the planned Cordoba
House/Park 51 in New York City. Khan frequently
comments on important issues in the media, and has
appeared on ABC, PBS, BBC World, CNN, Fox News,
National Geographic, Al Jazeerah and print publications
including Time Magazine, Newsweek, Chicago Tribune
and the New York Times. Khan is the recipient of several
awards, including the Interfaith Center’s Award for
Promoting Peace and Interfaith Understanding, the
Auburn Seminary’s Lives of Commitment Award, Hunt
Alternatives Prime Movers Award and the Women’s
E-News 21 leaders for 21st century.
Reverend Richard L. Killmer, a
Presbyterian minister, is the Executive
Director of the National Religious
Campaign Against Torture, an interfaith organization of 290 religious
organizations committed to ending
U.S.-sponsored torture. Before joining NRCAT in
2007, he served as the program director of the Churches’
Center for Theology and Public Policy, where he
founded the Greater Washington Interfaith Power and
Light and co-founded the Muslim-Christian Initiative
on the Nuclear Weapons Danger. He has directed
program areas for the National Council of the Churches
of Christ in the USA, and he served as the first director
of the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program. Rev. Killmer
is a graduate of Franklin and Marshall College and has
two degrees from Princeton Theological Seminary.
Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum is the
Senior Rabbi of Congregation Beit
Simchat Torah in New York City.
She is in the Newsweek list of “Top
American Rabbi’s” and was the highest
ranking woman on the list, was named
by the Forward as one of the country’s 50 top Jewish
leader, and by the Jewish Week as one of the 45 leading
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young American Jewish leaders in New York. Rabbi
Kleinbaum has lectured and published widely, is a
graduate of the Frisch Yeshiva High School and Barnard
College and was ordained by the Reconstructionist
Rabbinical College.
Maria LaHood is a Senior Staff
Attorney at the Center for Constitutional Rights, where she specializes in
international human rights litigation
seeking to hold government officials
and corporations accountable for torture,
extrajudicial killings and war crimes abroad. Her cases
against U.S. officials have included Arar v. Ashcroft, which
sought accountability for the rendition of Canadian
citizen Maher Arar to Syria where he was tortured and
detained for a year, and Al-Aulaqi v. Obama, to prevent
the “targeted killing” of a U.S. citizen in violation of
constitutional and international law. After graduating
from the University of Michigan Law School in 1995,
Maria advocated on behalf of domestic civil rights.
Iain Levine, Deputy Executive
Director for Program at Human Rights
Watch, oversees the organization’s
research and reporting work. He has
particular expertise in humanitarian
crises, protection of civilians in conflict,
and children’s rights. Levine’s field experience includes
more than 10 years in Sudan and Mozambique, working
on humanitarian programs with particular emphasis on
protection of children and other civilians. He has also
worked as Amnesty International’s representative at the
United Nations and UNICEF’s chief of humanitarian
policy and advocacy.
Rabbi Joy Levitt is the Executive
Director at the Jewish Community
Center (JCC) in Manhattan. Prior to
coming to the JCC, she served as a
congregational rabbi on Long Island
and in New Jersey for 20 years. She is
the co-editor of A Night of Questions, A New Haggadah,
the former editor of The Reconstructionist Magazine
and the co-author of A Guide to Everything Jewish in
New York. She serves on the boards of Avodah: The
Jewish Service Corps, Americans for Peace Now and
the editorial board of Hadassah Magazine.
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Sig Libowitz, Esq. is the writer and
producer of The Response and an
Associate at Venable LLP. He was the
Executive-in-Charge of Production for
In the Bedroom, which was nominated
for five Academy Awards including
Best Picture. His acting credits include recurring roles on
both The Sopranos and Law & Order, and a co-starring
role in The Believer, which won the Sundance Grand
Jury Prize for Best Film. His latest work, The Response,
was shortlisted for the 2010 Academy Awards (and was
one of only 10 short films selected from around the
world) and won the ABA Silver Gavel award as best of
the year in Drama & Literature (joining such past winners as Twelve Angry Men, Judgment at Nuremberg and
To Kill a Mockingbird). Following the film’s screening
at the Pentagon, Libowitz was invited to travel to
Guantánamo to serve as a legal observer to the U.S.
Military Commissions.
Donna Lieberman has been Executive
Director of the New York Civil Liberties
Union (NYCLU) since 2001. She also
served as the Associate Director (1988–
1993) and founder/director of the
NYCLU Reproductive Rights Project
(1990–2000). Under Lieberman’s leadership the NYCLU
has expanded the scope and depth of its work, supplementing and strengthening its litigation with an aggressive
legislative advocacy and organizing program. As a result,
the organization is widely recognized as the state’s leading voice for freedom, justice and equality, advocating
for those whose rights and liberties have been denied,
especially for those most marginalized by society.
Rabbi Mordechai Liebling is the
Director of the Social Justice Organizing Program at the Reconstructionist
Rabbinical College. He previously
served as the Executive Vice-President
of Jewish Funds for Justice, the Torah
of Money Director of the Shefa Fund, and the Executive
Director of the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation.
He is on the boards of RHR-NA, Faith and Politics
Institute and the Shalom Center. He and his life-partner
Lynne facilitate Awakening The Dreamer, Changing
the Dream symposiums.
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Rabbi Ellen Lippmann is founder
and rabbi of Kolot Chayeinu/Voices
of Our Lives, a 17-year-old progressive
community in Brooklyn, where doubt
can be an act of faith and whose
members are creative, serious seekers
who pray joyfully, wrestle with tradition, pursue justice and refuse to be satisfied with the world as it is.
Rabbi Lippmann is Co-Chair, with Rabbi Chuck
Feinberg, of RHR-NA. She served as the first social
justice chair for the Women’s Rabbinic Network, and
has served on numerous rabbinic advisory boards. She
is co-founder of the 22-year-old Feeding the Homeless
program at Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of
Religion and co-founder of the seven year-old Children
of Abraham Peace Walk: Jews, Christians and Muslims
Walking Together in Brooklyn in Peace.
Isaac Luria is Vice President of
Communications and New Media at
J Street. Isaac joined J Street after four
years of experience in online organizing and consulting, two of which he
spent at the online marketing firm
Donordigital in San Francisco. Isaac received his B.A.
in American Studies from Trinity College and was a
2007–2008 Dorot Fellow in Jerusalem. Isaac lives in
Brooklyn with his wife, Sara, who is studying to become
a Reform Rabbi.
Sharon Kelly McBride is the
Communications Director at Human
Rights First (HRF) and is responsible
for overseeing communications planning and strategy for the organization.
Before joining HRF, she served as
Research Director and Policy Advisor for Senate Majority
Leader Harry Reid’s Senate Democratic Communications
Center. She has worked on numerous national and
state-level political campaigns. Sharon graduated magna
cum laude from Georgetown University’s School of
Foreign Service and earned a law degree from Harvard.
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Jenny Park is the Girls Are Not for
Sale Campaign Coordinator at Girls
Educational & Mentoring Services
(GEMS). The campaign is a national
effort led by GEMS to raise awareness
of the commercial sexual exploitation
and domestic trafficking of girls and young women, and
advocate for state- and national-level policies to protect
and provide services for victims. Park previously held
positions with organizations campaigning on genderbased violence, humanitarian emergencies and women’s
leadership. She holds a Master’s in International Public
Policy from University College London in England and
received her Bachelor’s degree from Barnard College.
Dinah PoKempner is general counsel
of Human Rights Watch, one of the
largest international human rights
advocacy groups. PoKempner’s work
has taken her to Cambodia, the Republic
of Korea, Vietnam, former Yugoslavia
and elsewhere in documenting and analyzing compliance
with international humanitarian law, war crimes and
violations of civil and political rights. She writes on
freedom of expression, cyber-liberties, hate speech and
defamation of religions, peace-keeping operations, international tribunals, U.N. human rights mechanisms,
humanitarian law and refugee issues; oversees the organization’s positions on international law and policy; and
supervises its participation in human rights litigation.
A member of the Council on Foreign Relations, she is
also a frequent lecturer on human rights and ethics at
universities and foreign policy gatherings.
Michael Ratner is President of the
Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR)
and was co-counsel in representing
Guantánamo Bay detainees in the
United States Supreme Court in
Rasul v. Bush (2004) and Boumediene
v. Bush (2008). He is President of the European Center
for Constitutional and Human Rights, continues to
pursue the architects of the U.S. torture program
whether in the United States or abroad, and is counsel
in currently pending Spanish cases against former Bush
administration officials for the U.S. torture program.
He is the author of many books and articles, including
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The Trial of Donald Rumsfeld: A Prosecution by Book
and the textbook, International Human Rights Litigation
in U.S. Courts, and is the co-host of the popular radio
program “Law and Disorder.” The recipient of many
honors, he is included in The National Law Journal’s
list of “100 of the Most Influential Lawyers in America.”
Ratner and CCR received RHR-NA's Raphael Lemkin
Human Rights Award in 2006.
Rabbi Mira Regev is a Reform Rabbi
and a Zohar scholar. She has a M.A.,
magna cum laude, in Jewish philosophy
from the Hebrew University, and is
currently working on her Ph.D. at Ben
Gurion University. She is the Director
of the Tikkun Olam in Tel Aviv-Jaffa’s service learning
program in Bina and the Daniel Centers. Besides directing Tikkun Olam, she also teaches in Bina’s Yeshiva, and
has been actively engaged in co-existence work for quite
a few years. This year she is teaching Kabbalah and
Hassidut at the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College
and Gratz College in Philadelphia.
Steven Reisner, Ph.D. is an international consultant on trauma and its
treatment and an activist in the effort
to stop torture. He is an Assistant
Professor of Clinical Psychiatry at the
New York University Medical School
and on faculty at The Psychoanalytic Institute at NYU.
Dr. Reisner is an advisor on psychological ethics for
Physicians for Human Rights (PHR), and a founding
member of the Coalition for an Ethical Psychology, a
group dedicated to upholding international standards
of human rights in psychological practice and research,
and supporting psychologists who work to combat the
effects of political violence and oppression internationally.
With PHR and the Coalition, he has been working to
change the policy of the American Psychological Association supporting psychologists’ participation in coercive
or abusive military/intelligence interrogations at places
like Guantánamo, Bagram and CIA “black sites.” Dr.
Reisner has appeared frequently on Democracy Now! with
Amy Goodman, was profiled in Newsweek for his work
to stop health professionals from complicity in government-sponsored torture. He was the recipient of the New
York State Psychological Association’s “Beacon” Award.
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Gabor Rona, the International Legal
Director of Human Rights First (HRF),
advises HRF’s programs on questions of
international law, coordinates international human rights litigation and
represents HRF with governments,
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations
and the media. Before coming to HRF, he was a Legal
Advisor in the Legal Division of the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in Geneva. He
represented the ICRC in connection with the establishment of international and other criminal tribunals,
including the International Criminal Court. His articles
have appeared in the Financial Times, the Fletcher Forum
on World Affairs and the Chicago Journal of International
Law, among other publications, and he has taught international humanitarian law and international criminal
law in several academic settings.
Rabbi Gerald Serotta is the cofounder and current Executive Director
of Clergy Beyond Borders, a multifaith organization that trains and leads
clergy missions for conflict resolution
and peace building. He also serves as
the Rabbi of Shirat HaNefesh Congregation in Chevy
Chase, MD. Rabbi Serotta formerly served as a Hillel
Rabbi for 28 years, the last 20 at The George Washington University. Aside from his professional work,
Rabbi Serotta has for decades been a national leader in
the Jewish community in the area of social justice. He
was the founder and served as first Chair of RHR-NA
from 2001–2009.
Sara Shapiro-Plevan is a doctoral
student in the Davidson School of
Education at the Jewish Theological
Seminary and the founder of Rimonim
Consulting, which supports congregations and Jewish educational organizations as they build their capacity for innovation and
collaboration. She serves as consultant to The Jewish
Education Project’s New Center for Collaborative
Leadership, building learning communities online, and
previously worked directly with BJENY-SAJES to support
congregational educators in the greater New York area,
building strong collegial networks, improving practice
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and cultivating leadership. Sara partners with communities along the East Coast to support the development
and resourcing of collaborative teams, experiment with
new models and uncover the shared values and stories
that lay a strong foundation for future growth. Sara
holds a B.A. in Near Eastern and Judaic Studies from
Brandeis University, an M.A. in Jewish Education from
JTS and was a fellow in the Senior Educators’ Program
at the Melton Centre at Hebrew University.
Pamela Shifman is the Director of
Initiatives for Women and Girls at the
NoVo Foundation, where she directs
the Foundation’s work on empowering
adolescent girls in the developing
world and ending violence against girls
and women. Prior to joining NoVo, she worked at
UNICEF where she spearheaded UNICEF’s efforts to
prevent and respond to gender-based violence. She has
also worked as a legal advisor to the African National
Congress Parliamentary Women’s Caucus, and served as
the Co-Executive Director of Equality Now, where she
focused extensively on trafficking of girls and women.
Daniel Sieradski is an artist, writer,
activist and digital strategist with over
a decade’s experience serving the Jewish
non-profit sector. Former publisher of
Jewschool.com, Executive Director of
Jew It Yourself and Director of Digital
Strategy for Repair the World, he has been called “an
innovator in Jewish new media” by Editor & Publisher,
“a rocket-powered bulldozer” by the Jerusalem weekly
Kol Hair, and was named to The Jewish Week’s inaugural
“36 Under 36” and the 2010 “Forward 50.”
Ron Soodalter, a highly experienced
lecturer, teacher and historian, received
a B.A. in American History and masters
degrees in Education and American
Folk Culture, and taught in various
schools throughout New York State
and in New York City’s Riker’s Island Prison. He then
worked as curator of a Colorado history museum, where
he served on the Board of Directors of the 10-state
Mountain-Plains Museums Conference. In addition to
his books—Hanging Captain Gordon and The Slave Next
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Door—Soodalter’s articles appear frequently, including
in Smithsonian, Civil War Times, Portland, New York
Archives, and True West, and as a featured columnist for
America’s Civil War. He is the recipient of the International Regional Magazine Association’s 2010 Gold
Award, and currently serves on the Board of Directors
of the Abraham Lincoln Institute.
Rabbi Brent Chaim Spodek is a
writer and educator in Beacon, NY.
In recent years, he has served as the
Rabbi in Residence at American Jewish
World Service and the Marshall T.
Meyer Fellow at Congregation B’nai
Jeshurun in New York. An experienced leader and creator
of Jewish service learning experiences, Rabbi Spodek has
taught extensively about spiritual approaches to justice
work, Judaism and human rights, and other topics in a
wide variety of settings, including AVODAH, Genesis
at Brandeis University, the Academy for Jewish Religion
Rabbinical School, Encounter, National Havurah Committee Summer Institute and Kehilat Hadar. Rabbi Spodek
was ordained by the Jewish Theological Seminary where
he was the first recipient of the Neubauer Fellowship.
Rabbi Michael Strassfeld is the
Rabbi of the Society for the Advancement of Judaism a Reconstructionist
synagogue in Manhattan. He is the
author of a number of books on Judaism,
including A Book of Life: Embracing
Judaism as a Spiritual Practice.
Rabbi Alana Suskin is an educator
and a writer published in dozens of
anthologies and journals, including
Bridges, Lilith, Sh’ma and New Jewish
Feminism: Probing the Past, Forging the
Future, a finalist in the 2010 National
Jewish Book Award. Before receiving her ordination at
the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies in Los Angeles,
she grew up in the Washington, D.C. area, receiving
B.A.s in Russian Literature and Philosophy, as well as
an M.A. in philosophy and a graduate certificate in
Women’s Studies. She is a senior managing editor of
Jewschool.com and sits on the boards of RHR-NA and
American Rights at Work.
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Nisha Varia is Senior Researcher in
the Women’s Rights Division of
Human Rights Watch (HRW). Her
recent research and advocacy has
focused on human rights abuses
against migrant domestic workers
from South and Southeast Asia employed in the Middle
East, Malaysia and Singapore. She has authored several
reports including: Slow Reform: Protection of Migrant
Domestic Workers in Asia and the Middle East (2010),
“As if I am not Human”: Abuses against Asian Domestic
Workers in Saudi Arabia (2008), Maid to Order: Ending
Abuses against Migrant Domestic Workers in Singapore
(2005), and Help Wanted: Abuses against Female Migrant
Domestic Workers in Indo-nesia and Malaysia (2004).
At HRW, Nisha has also investigated women’s rights
abuses in Afghanistan, as well as gender-based violence
against refugee women and girls.

Rabbi Simkha Y. Weintraub,
LCSW, serves as Rabbinic Director
of the Jewish Board of Family and
Children’s Services (JBFCS), one of
the nation’s largest social service and
mental health agencies, serving over
65,000 New Yorkers of all ethnic groups through 175
programs in and around New York City. As a rabbi and
a social worker, his particular focus at JBFCS is the
work of the New York Jewish Healing Center and the
National Center for Jewish Healing, which seeks to
help those who are ill, caregivers, bereaved individuals
and survivors of trauma access the spiritual resources of
the Jewish community and tradition. Rabbi Weintraub
is a founding Board member of RHR-NA, and has
been committed to human rights advocacy, JewishMuslim and Jewish-Arab relationship-building, and
interfaith exchange for over 30 years.

Rabbi Arthur Waskow has been
one of the creators and leaders of
Jewish renewal since writing the
original Freedom Seder in 1969. In
1983, he founded and has since been
director of The Shalom Center, a
prophetic voice in Jewish, multi-religious and American life that draws on Jewish and other spiritual and
religious teachings to work for justice, peace and the
healing of our wounded earth. In 1996 Rabbi
Waskow was named by the United Nations one of 40
“Wisdom Keepers;” in 2005, he was named to the
Forward’s list of 50 influential American Jews; and in
2007, Newsweek named him one of America’s 50 most
influential rabbis. Waskow is the author of numerous
books that have brought new spiritual depth and
newly progressive political substance to Jewish life,
including Seasons of Our Joy and Godwrestling, and in
2002, joined in founding RHR-NA as Secretary of its
Board and steering committee, and was instrumental
in urging it to work on human rights issues in the US
(especially torture) as well as supporting RHR–Israel’s
work on human rights in Israel and Palestine.

Maya Yechieli Wind, age 21, grew
up in Jerusalem during the second
Intifada, where she was raised in a
secular home, but educated in a religious school. Her first experience with
conflict resolution was at age 15 in
“Face to Face,” a dialogue group for Israeli and Palestinian youth. Later she became involved in various
co-existence initiatives in the West Bank and joined
the Shministim in December 2008, refusing to serve
in the Israeli army. She subsequently spent several
weeks in detention, 40 days in military prison and was
exempted in 2009. After her release from prison, she
worked for RHR-Israel, guided political tours in East
Jerusalem and the West Bank for the Israeli Committee
against House Demolitions and co-led the Jerusalem
dialogue youth group of New Profile, the feminist
movement for the demilitarization of Israel.
Stephen N. Xenakis, M.D.,
Brigadier General (Ret.), served
28 years in the United States Army as
a medical corps officer. He held a
wide of variety of assignments as a
clinical psychiatrist, staff officer and
senior commander including Commanding General
of the Southeast Army Regional Medical Command.
Dr. Xenakis has been written widely on medical ethics,
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military medicine and the treatment of detainees. He has
published editorials in the New York Times, Washington
Post and a number of other national magazines and
journals, including book chapters and legal reviews.
Isaac Zablocki is the Director of
the Israel Film Center at the Jewish
Community Center (JCC) in Manhattan. He was born in New York,
and grew up in Israel. He attended
film school at Columbia University and
went on to work at Miramax films. Isaac is Director of
Film Programs at the JCC in Manhattan and is one of
the leading presenters of Jewish and Israeli films in
America. He programs over seven film festivals a year,
including The Other Israel Film Festival and Reelabilites:
The NY Disabilities Film Festival, and teaches film in
various institutions.
Uri Zaki is the U.S. Director of
B’Tselem – the Israeli Information
Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories. Following military
service as an officer in the Israel Defense
Forces, Uri embarked on a career that
has included party politics and work with organizations
promoting peace and challenging the Israeli occupation
of the Palestinian territories. After completing his law
degree at the Hebrew University, he became the media
and political advisor to former Justice Minister and
peace camp leader Yossi Beilin, and took part in the
talks that formulated the Geneva initiative. Later, he was
elected as the chair of Young Meretz, Israel’s progressive
party, was a candidate to the Knesset in the party’s list
in the 2009 national elections, and in 2008 was named
among Israel’s most prominent young professionals by
Forbes Israel magazine. B'Tselem received RHR-NA's
Raphael Lemkin Human Rights Award in 2006.
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Wendy Zerin, M.D., lives in Boulder,
CO where she practices pediatrics. She
lived in Israel as an exchange student in
high school and has returned to Israel
on many occasions, including to lead
a mindfulness meditation retreat in
Jerusalem. She is a member of Jewish Renewal Congregation Nevei Kodesh in Boulder, and is also a meditation
teacher in the Buddhist community. She participated
in the RHR-NA Study Tour 2010.
Rabbi Shawn Israel Zevit is the
Jewish Reconstructionist Federation
(JRF) Director of Outreach and Tikkun
Olam/Social Justice, a community
organizer and congregational consultant.
He has worked for the Reconstructionist Movement for 12 years and has over 25 years
experience in spiritual and congregational leadership,
organizational consulting and training, educational arts,
writing, recording, teaching and performing. He has
five CD’s of original music and has developed tikkun
olam resources on hunger, poverty, sustainability, advocacy, congregation-based community organizing, Jewish
values and decision-making in areas of social justice.
Rabbi Zevit is also Co-Director with Rabbi Marcia
Prager of the Davennen’ Leader’s Training Institute,
awarded the 2009 National Mintz Foundation Education
Award, and is a spiritual director and trainer of clergy
in spiritual direction. He is author of Offerings of the
Heart: Money and Values in Faith Communities (2005),
co-editor with Harry Brod of the just published Brother
Keepers: New Essays in Jewish Masculinities (2010), and
numerous publications for JRF and the larger Jewish
world.

The Baba Rogas is a brand new klezmer-based project, featuring compositions and
collaborations from Brooklyn-based musicians Jessica Lurie on saxophone and flute,
Jeremy Brown on violin, Erik Deutsch on piano and Mathias Kunzli on percussion.
All of the members are on the cutting edge of New York's diverse jazz, Jewish, funk
and experimental music scenes.
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About Rabbis for Human Rights – North America
Founded in 2002, Rabbis for Human Rights – North America (RHR-NA) is an
organization of rabbis from all streams of Judaism that acts on the Jewish imperative
to respect and protect the human rights of all people. Grounded in Torah and our
Jewish historical experience and guided by the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, we support the work of Rabbis for Human Rights in Israel as we educate,
organize and advocate for human rights in Israel, North America and around world.
RHR-NA mobilizes rabbis, Jewish communities and activists around key human
rights issues including its Honor the Image of God: Stop Torture Now, a Jewish
Campaign to End U.S.-Sponsored Torture and its Jewish Campaign Against Slavery
and Human Trafficking. These campaigns include educational, programming and
advocacy resources for rabbis and Jewish communities nationwide and organize Jews
in local communities to participate in Jewish and interfaith efforts to end human
rights abuses.
In December 2007, RHR-NA began its annual Human Rights Shabbat to recognize
Human Rights Day, which marks the anniversary of the passage of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. Human Rights Shabbat commemorates the intersection
of Jewish values and universal human rights. Programs are available for both adults
and children. Now, over 100 Jewish communities from around the globe participate
in Human Rights Shabbat each year.

333 Seventh Avenue, 13th Floor
New York, NY 10001
212-845-5201
www.rhr-na.org
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TODAH RABAH
RHR-NA thanks our conference planning team
without whom we could not have built this important convening
CONFERENCE CO-CHAIRS

RHR-NA STAFF

Rabbi Jarah Greenﬁeld

Joshua Bloom

Rabbi Sue Levi Elwell

Steven Gerber
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RABBINICAL STUDENTS
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David Basior (RRC)
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Rabbi Irwin Goldenberg
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Abby Cohen (JTS) and Amy Goodman (HUC)

Rabbi Brent Chaim Spodek
Rabbi Shawn Zevit

RHR-NA gratefully acknowledges support for
The Third North American Conference on Judaism and Human Rights
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International Education
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Foundation
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RHR-NA also extends our heartfelt thanks to The Conference Center and
Congregation B'nai Jeshurun for welcoming us to their facilities for our conference,
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Roma Serdtse

and all the facilities staﬀ members
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